Dear comrades, esteemed members of The May 18 Foundation, and fellow human rights advocates

It is with great honor and gratitude that I accept the 2023 Gwangju Prize for Human Rights Awards Ceremony award as an international representative of the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations (CCITTA). This award is a profound recognition of our unwavering commitment to promoting and protecting human rights in Iran; CCITTA’s colleagues and I are deeply grateful to The May 18 Foundation for acknowledging our efforts.
CCITTA would like to express my admiration for the work of all the other nominees for this award, who have made significant strides in advancing the cause of human rights in their respective countries. It is truly humble to be recognized alongside them.
The effort of CCITTA in advocating for human rights in Iran has been challenging, but each obstacle CCITTA have faced has only strengthened our resolve to continue fighting for the rights of Iranian teachers. At CCITTA, we are dedicated to upholding professionalism, dedication, and unwavering commitment to achieving our goals. We draw inspiration and encouragement from our senior colleagues and fellow human rights advocates.
The Gwangju Prize for Human Rights will bring much-needed attention to the important work of CCITTA in promoting human rights for Iranian teachers. This recognition will also provide a platform for CCITTA to continue advocating for human rights in Iran, where the current condition of human rights is catastrophic. Authorized statistics collected by human rights activists are of approval of this tragic fate of all activists in the county.
CCIITA would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to our progressive international allies who have played an essential role in building an international solidarity network for CCITTA. We would also like to thank The May 18 Foundation and the Gwangju Prize for Human Rights Awards Ceremony committee for bestowing this prestigious award upon CCITTA. It is a testament to the tireless efforts and dedication of every member of the CCITTA team, and it is an honor that we will always cherish.
The Gwangju Prize for Human Rights is an important platform for activists fighting for democracy and human rights in difficult circumstances. We hope that winning this award will raise awareness of our activities and help democracy in Iran.
Once again, CCITTA express our profound appreciation to The May 18 Foundation and the Gwangju Prize for Human Rights Awards Ceremony committee for this tremendous honor. 
In solidarity, 
Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations (CCITTA).
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